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SPORTS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

DATE: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 

TIME: 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

PLACE: Council Committee Room, Coquitlam City Hall 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 

1. Minutes of the Sports and Recreation Advisory Committee Meeting held on     
Wednesday, February 14, 2024 
Recommendation: 
That the Minutes of the Sports and Recreation Advisory Committee Meeting held 
on Wednesday, February 14, 2024 be approved. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

2. Introduction to Community Sport and Recreation Groups – Coquitlam Sports 
Hall of Fame (Introductory Comments by Cydney Smythies, President) 
7:05 – 7:20 p.m. (15 minutes) 
 

3. Burke Mountain Joint School/Park Site Planning Update (Comments by the 
Parks Planning and Design Manager) 
7:20 – 7:50 p.m. (30 minutes) 
 

4. Civic Facility Planning and Climate Action Plan Update (Comments by the 
Senior Project Manager and Climate and Energy Manager) 
7:50 – 8:20 p.m. (30 minutes) 
 

5. Committee Members’ Roundtable / Emerging Issues (Standing Agenda Item) 
8:20 – 8:50 p.m. (30 minutes) 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE – Wednesday, June 12, 2024 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
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SPORTS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Wednesday, February 14, 2024 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Sports and Recreation Advisory Committee convened on 
Wednesday, February 14, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Committee Room, City Hall, 3000 
Guildford Way, Coquitlam, BC with the following persons present: 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Councillor Matt Djonlic, Chair  

Dan Cooper, Citizen Representative (arrived at 7:02 p.m.) 
 Erin Davidson, Citizen Representative 
 Stephen Lisik, Citizen Representative 

Cameron McBryer, Citizen Representative 
Isabel Silvestre, Citizen Representative 
Cydney Smythies, Citizen Representative 
Carl Trepanier, Citizen Representative 
David Jones, Coquitlam Field Sports Association 
Andrea Mattinson, Coquitlam Sports Centre Users Association  

 
REGRETS: Councillor Dennis Marsden, Vice Chair 

Yue-Ching Cheng, Citizen Representative 
Chuck Peries, Coquitlam Tennis Club 

 
GUESTS: Paul Self, President, Coquitlam Cheetahs Track and Field Club 

Tara Self, Head Coach, Coquitlam Cheetahs Track and Field Club 
  
STAFF: Ted Uhrich, Manager Parks and Facility Planning 

Saarah Arkoulis, Manager Facilities Capital Project Management 
Brian Forrester, Sport Services Manager 
Leila Todd, Project Manager Facility and Parks Planning 

 Caley Amundsen, Committee Clerk 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

The Chair welcomed Committee members to the first meeting of 2024 and 
provided an Indigenous territorial acknowledgement.  
 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
1. Minutes of the Sports and Recreation Advisory Committee Meeting held on 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023  
  
 The Minutes of the Sports and Recreation Advisory Committee Meeting held on 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 were approved.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
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2. Committee Welcome 
 
The Committee Clerk provided introductory comments relative to the 2024 Sports 
and Recreation Advisory Committee (SRAC) Meeting Schedule, Committee member 
attendance expectations, conflict of interest and evacuation procedures. 

 
Dan Cooper arrived to the meeting at this time (7:02 p.m.).  

 
There were no comments from the Committee.  
 

3. Introduction to Community Sport and Recreation Groups – Coquitlam 
Cheetahs Track and Field Club 
 
Paul Self, President, and Tara Self, Head Coach, Coquitlam Cheetahs Track and Field 
Club provided introductory comments that covered the following topics: 

• Overview of the Coquitlam Cheetahs Track and Field Club (hereon “the 
Club”), including history, mandate, programs, community partnerships, 
participant demographics, competitions and Coquitlam track and field 
facilities required for programs 
 

Discussion ensued relative to the following: 
• The Club, including event types by age group, costs for participants, 

rationale for lack of a pole vault program, whether a master’s and cross 
country running program is offered, board of directors’ scope and 
challenges of recruiting board members 

• The importance of World Athletics certification for Percy Perry Stadium’s 
track and field 

 
 The Chair expressed appreciation for the delegation’s presentation.  
 
4. Review and Adoption of the 2024 Sports and Recreation Advisory Committee 

Work Plan 
 
The Chair provided introductory comments relative to the 2024 Sports and 
Recreation (SRAC) Work Plan, including the drafting process and Coquitlam’s 
Business Plan priority classification system.   
 
Discussion ensued relative to the following: 

• Concerns regarding the 2024 SRAC Work Plan (hereon “the Plan”), including 
Coquitlam Business Plan priority classification and assignments, lack of 
consultation for the Plan’s drafting process and not considering needs of 
different sport groups 
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• Desire for the Plan to consider more non-sport field facilities and provide 
updates on the Planet Ice lease renewal timeline 

• Coquitlam’s Sports Field Strategy (hereon “the Strategy”), including rationale 
for being a Coquitlam Business Plan “B” priority and desire for the Strategy 
to be a consistent item going forward 

• Concern regarding potential loss of women’s field hockey in Coquitlam due 
to lack of sports fields and facilities 

• Coquitlam Business Plan priority “A” and “B” SRAC items that were 
completed in 2023 

• Desire for public consultation opportunities regarding the Coquitlam 
Business Plan and Council to consider community input prior to finalizing 
priorities 

• Concern regarding the perception that staff are meeting with particular 
sports groups and not others 

 
The Chair advised the Committee to focus on the 2024 SRAC Work Plan’s items 
instead of the individual 2024 Coquitlam Business Plan priority classifications.  
 
The Manager Parks and Facility Planning indicated that staff will consider 
Committee feedback and potentially provide more information regarding 
Coquitlam’s 2024 Business Plan priorities at future meetings.  

 
The Committee endorsed the 2024 Work Plan and a copy is attached hereto, and 
forms a part of, these minutes. 

 
The Committee recommended: 
 

COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council approve the 2024 Sports and Recreation Advisory Committee Work 
Plan. 
 

5. Construction and Programming Update – Town Centre Park Community 
Centre 
 
The Manager Facilities Capital Project Management provided a presentation 
entitled “Town Centre Park Community Centre – Construction and Programming 
Update” that covered the following topics: 

• Overview of the Town Centre Park Community Centre Project (hereon “the 
Project”), including history, construction timeline, floor plan, amenities, 
programs and community partnerships  
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Discussion ensued relative to the following: 
• The Project, including budget, opening timeline, change room features, 

possibility of public Wi-Fi and whether the patio will be accessible from 
Lafarge Lake 

• Whether data exists regarding the number of Lafarge Lake and Town Centre 
Park users 

• Concern regarding the lack of parking at Town Centre Park and Evergreen 
Cultural Centre 

 
6. Fraser Mills Park and Community Centre Public Engagement Update 

 
The Project Manager Facility and Parks Planning provided a presentation entitled 
“Fraser Mills Community Centre Update” that covered the following topics: 

• Overview of the Fraser Mills Park and Community Centre Project (hereon 
“the Project”), including timeline, site plan, amenities, budget, development 
agreement, synergy with other City plans and projects, relation to 
Coquitlam’s recreation service provision and capacity, community 
engagement opportunities and community partnerships 

 
Discussion ensued relative to the following: 

• Whether the Fraser River will be publicly accessible and jurisdictional 
authority 

• The Project, including projected floor plan and square footage, possibility of 
public feedback opportunities for potential aquatic features, indoor 
racquetball and squash courts, bicycle motocross (BMX) facilities, a library 
and possibility of connecting an outdoor walking/cycling path to New 
Westminster and Port Coquitlam 

• Desire to know more details regarding funding commitments from the City 
and developer for the Project  

• Concern regarding the developer’s contribution being insufficient for facility 
in comparison to more recent facility assessments 

• Coquitlam’s pool capacity percentage calculation process and whether 
neighbouring community populations and facilities were considered 

• City population projections for Fraser Mills Neighbourhood 
 

7. Committee Members’ Roundtable / Emerging Issues 
 
The Chair invited Committee members to share information and emerging issues 
from the community.  
 
The following topics and concerns were shared: 

• Desire for Poirier Sport and Leisure Complex (PSLC) Arena 1 to be named 
after Les Wingrove 
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• Concern regarding hockey teams losing ice time to figure skating programs 
and shortage of local sports facilities impacting participant retention 

• Coquitlam Crunch South Extension construction timeline 
• Possibility of converting former retail space into sporting facilities 
• Spani Pool reopening timeline including when parking lots will be publicly 

accessible 
• Concern regarding inadequate lighting along pathways at Town Centre Park 

and Committee support for the Lights at Lafarge Lake timeline extending to 
end of February 

• Dogwood Pavilion website issues  
• Concern regarding flooding in Bramble Park near the tennis courts  
• Concern regarding Meadowbrook Park jurisdiction, the absence of lighting 

along trails and unhoused residents using the park 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE – Wednesday, April 10, 2024 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES CERTIFIED CORRECT: 
 

__________________________________________ 
Matt Djonlic, Chair 

 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
                                                                                                     Caley Amundsen, Committee Clerk 
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Committee Mandate: 
 
The mandate of the Committee is to provide a local perspective and advice to Council with respect to 
achieving the City of Coquitlam’s strategic goals, Business Plan priorities and accompanying strategic 
directions. In addition, the Committee also exists to: 
• Provide advice to Council on a wide range of areas including sport and recreation facility 

development priorities, strategic planning initiatives and policy development; 
• Facilitate information sharing between sport organizations and recreation participants represented 

on the Committee; 
• Support collaboration and coordination across sport organizations and recreation participants 

related to sport and activity development; and 
• To advocate and promote the value and benefit of sport and recreation for all. 

          

WORK PLAN ITEMS DEPARTMENT 
AND/OR 
PRESENTER 

COMMENTS  (i.e. Initiated by, 
Priority Assignment A, B, C) 

Committee Welcome  Chair / Staff Chair / Staff 

Review and Approve 2024 Work Plan Chair / Staff / 
Committee 

Staff 

SRAC Members’ Roundtable / Emerging 
Issues (Standing Agenda Item) 

Committee Committee 

Introduction to Community Sport and 
Recreation Groups – 15 minutes (As needed)  

Staff / Committee Various Groups invited to 
present at start of each 
meeting  

PRCF Capital Projects: Spani Pool, Town 
Centre Park Community Centre, Burke 
Mountain School/Park 

PRCF Staff Business Plan “A” priority  

Plans and Strategies: Sports Field Strategy, 
Major Facilities Roadmap, Urban Forest 
Management Strategy 

PRCF Staff Business Plan “B” + “C” priority 

Parks Planning: Blue Mountain Park Master 
Plan, Town Centre Park Master Plan Update, 
Fraser Mills Park 

PRCF Staff Business Plan “B” + “C” priority 

Facility Planning: Northeast Community 
Centre and Park Design, Fraser Mills 
Community Centre   

PRCF Staff Business Plan “A” + “C” priority  
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Facility Updates: Planet Ice Staff Business Plan “B” priority 

Other Departments: Climate Action Plan and 
Facility Planning 

EPW + PRCF Staff Business Plan “A” priority 

Coquitlam Sports Hall of Fame Annual Report C. Smythies Committee 

2024 Year-end Review / Identify potential 
items for the draft 2025 Work Plan – 
Committee feedback/input 

Staff / Committee Staff 

Emerging Items Requiring Review (As needed) Chair / Committee Chair 



 
Presented by: Cydney Smythies, President, CSHOF    April 10, 2024 
 
In the beginning…. 
At a gathering of the Coquitlam sports and recreation citizens’ committee in 2007, 
members were presented with the plans for the revamped and renamed Poirier Sport 
and Leisure Complex. Committee member Les Wingrove suggested that the project 
could be an opportunity to create a Hall of Fame to honour local athletes and their 
achievements. The idea immediately caught the imagination of those on the committee. 
From there, the project began to grow. A new committee was struck, bringing together 
prominent members from various walks of life, to help guide Coquitlam’s Sports Hall of 
Fame from the idea stage to completion. 
 
The Coquitlam Sports Hall of Fame is where yesterday and today are celebrated and 
where athletic accomplishments and efforts are recognized. Developed as part of the 
Coquitlam Sports Centre renewal project in 2010, the Coquitlam Sports Hall of Fame 
provides a glimpse into the terrific achievements and legacies of our athletes and our 
community.  
 
Our Mandate…. 
To honour athletes, coaches, builders, and teams from the City of Coquitlam for their 
outstanding contribution or achievement in sports. 
 
The Hall of Fame: honouring the sporting careers of athletes, teams, builders, and 
volunteers in our community over a long period of time. 
 
The Wall of Fame: recognizing achievements in a calendar year in twelve categories. 
Many recipients are youth. 
 
 
What’s happening now…. 
The Coquitlam Sports Hall of Fame contains over 1,000 square feet of displays and 
tributes, where athletes, teams and volunteers are honoured. It serves as a grand entry 
to the multipurpose Poirier Sport and Leisure Complex. 
 
We are one of the few sports halls that display artifacts and information for each 
inductee. We would like to expand our presence in the community by displaying at other 
community centres and/or field locations. One thought that keeps surfacing is a Walk of 
Fame at Town Centre. We have also begun initial discussions with the Kwikwetlem 
Band to work on a permanent lacrosse display at Poirier Sport and Leisure Complex. 
 

Presentation to Coquitlam Sports and Recreation 
Advisory Committee 
 



We have ten teams, forty athletes and thirty-one builders (total: 81) inducted as of 
September 2023. 42% of builders and 4 teams are women. There are 23 sports 
represented. 
 

Sport Represented  
Soccer 16 
Lacrosse 13 
Track & Field 6 
Basketball 6 
Swimming 5 
Baseball 4 
Football 5 
Gymnastic 4 
Wrestling 3 
Skating 2 
Hockey 3 
Curling 2 
Field Hockey 3 
Volleyball 1 
Golf 1 
Bob sled 1 
Auto Racing 1 
Cycling 1 
Special Olympics 1 
Multi Sport 1 
High School Sport 2 

 
A volunteer board member is cataloguing all the artifacts we have received from our 
inductees. To date 509 items have been archived which is 56 completed inductees. 
 
We are hosting our first pub night at the John B Pub on May 26th and tickets are almost 
sold out.  
 
The ceremony to induct the 2023 athletes, builders, volunteers, coaches, and teams is 
to be held on June 11th at the Centennial Theatre. Once again, we are working 
collaboratively with PS Media to bring a video presentation to the live event. 2023 
inductees consists of 4 Hall of Fame inductees and 15 Wall of Fame inductees. 
 
We are presently trying to add members to the board and would welcome suggestions 
from the Advisory Committee. 
 
Thank you 
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Burke Mountain Athletic Park
Sports and Recreation Advisory Committee

City of Coquitlam

coquitlam.ca/

April 10th, 2024

1

1. Site Background
2. Site Considerations
3. Project Milestones
4. Park Concept Plan
5. Next Steps

Agenda
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Site Background

• 2008 Rezoning
• Memorandum of 

Understanding 
between the City & 
School District #43 
(SD43)  and;

• Site jointly acquired in 
2015.

• August, 2022 
Provincial funding for 
secondary school.

3

Grass Field 
(full size)

Future Middle 
School

Secondary 
School

400m Track and 
Artificial Turf 

Four 
Tennis 
Courts

Joint use parking 
lot for 60 vehicles

• 9.35 hectares (23.1 acres)

• 36m elevation change from NE to SE 
corner

• School Site:
• Secondary School (Sept. 2026)
• Future Middle School (TBD)
• Full size grass field
• Joint use parking lot for 60 

vehicles
• Publically accessible washrooms 

within the new secondary school

• City Park:
• 400m running track 
• Artificial turf field
• Lighting
• Four (4) tennis courts
• Spectator seating area for 

approx. 300

Site Considerations
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Project Milestones

2023/2024

Report to Council-in-
Committee 

Buke Mountain School / Park 
Site Works Budget
September 2023

Report to Council-in-Committee 
Park Concept & Public Engagement

April 2023

Report to Council 
Park Design Approval

November 2024

Park Opening
Summer 2026

Start of Park 
Construction

Spring 2025

2025/2026

Initiation of Site Works
Retaining Walls, Site Excavation & 

Grading
Fall 2023 - 2024  

5

Park Concept Plan
• Amenities to support school-use 

during day.
• Publically accessible after school 

hours for community use.
• Natural Turf Field (SD43)
• Externally accessible 

washrooms (SD43)
• Parking lot (60 stalls) (SD43)
• 400m Running Track 
• Artificial Turf Field (w/lighting)
• 4-Tennis Courts (w/ Lighting)
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Next Steps

• Initial site works ongoing
• Report to Council:                   

Park Design Approval
• November 2024

• Park Construction Begins
• Spring 2025

• Park Opening
• September 2026

7

Thank you
Questions?

Burke Mountain 
Athletic Park

coquitlam.ca
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Facility Planning & Climate Action 
City of Coquitlam 

coquitlam.ca/FraserMills

Sports and Recreation Advisory Committee | April 10, 2024

1

1. To have a conversation about 
climate action in recreation facility 
planning;

2. To discuss Coquitlam’s Climate 
Action Plan and on-going projects. 

Photo: Oluseyi “Seyi” Smith a summer and winter Olympian 

Purpose of Presentation 
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Source: PWL Partnership under Creative Commons license

https://www.menti.com/aliegu98sdic
Code: 8228 5983

Climate action?

3

Source: PWL Partnership under Creative Commons license
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Environmental Sustainability Plan

Action 1: Develop and implement a new Climate Action Plan that incorporates 
emerging best practice approaches and innovative technology, and prioritizes 
actions to achieve the City’s community and corporate climate change targets

5

6%

Coquitlam’s Carbon Pollution

51%

City 
Operation

Community

1%

99%
Transportation Buildings Waste

42%

47% 2% Engineering 

Infrastructure

2% Waste

Fleet Civic Facilities

City Operations (Detailed)

49%
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Facility Planning Considerations 

Recreation
Base 

Building

Recreation
Base 

Building

Indoor Pool

Ice

Gym

Other 
high energy 

demand

Co-location can bring synergy and opportunity for reduction of GHG/building/person

Library

7

Source: PWL Partnership under Creative Commons license

Cooling Centre June 2023 Portland

Facility Planning Considerations 

Warming Centre January 24 Portland

Recreation facilities provide a refuge during extreme weather events 
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Other benefits

Increase energy 
efficiency and reduce 
energy consumption

Prepare our facilities for a 
changing climate and 

extreme weather events

Improve indoor air quality 
and occupant comfort

Reduce facility GHG 
emissions

9

Building Sustainability Programs

Creekside – 2010 – LEED Platinum Hillcrest – 2011 – LEED Gold Trout Lake – 2012 – LEED Gold 

Clayton – 2021 – Passive House təməsew̓txʷ - 2024 – Carbon Zero
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System reuses heat and energy on 
site, resulting in significant 
reduction in energy and carbon 
emissions. 

Connects heating and cooling 
systems onto a common water loop

Heat can be used by any system, in 
any building, connected to the loop

Example- Thermenex at Poirier Sports 
and Leisure Complex

11

Coquitlam’s Upcoming Community Centres 
Northeast Community Centre Fraser Mills Community Centre 
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Why Coquitlam needs a 
Climate Action Plan
• We're experiencing the impacts of climate 

change

• Our community is growing

• A plan will help us reach our targets

• Access to opportunities (e.g., funding, 
partnerships, new technology)

• Other positive outcomes!

• We're part of the global community

13

Proposed Priority Areas

How we build

How we move How we consume

How we steward

How we lead

Trips are increasingly taken by 
transit and along networks of safe 

and accessible sidewalks, 
micromobility paths and 

separated lanes.

Food waste is minimized and local food 
system initiatives are supported.

Natural assets and ecosystems are 
protected, restored and enhanced.

Corporate assets are low carbon and climate resilient, with 
climate action considerations integrated into City processes.

New buildings are built using 
low-carbon materials and 

processes.
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• 435 survey responses

• 2 online information sessions

• 7 pop-up events

• 2 public event presentations

• Meetings with key groups
• 5 Community Groups
• 4 Council Advisory Committees
• 3 Youth-focused events
• 1 Urban Development Institute

1,100+ people directly engaged in Fall 2023!

Engagement Highlights

15

Climate Action Plan Project Timeline

Summer 2024 – Fall 2024Fall 2023 – Summer 2024Summer 2023 – Fall 2023Fall 2022 – Spring 2023
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Source: World Athletic
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