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CULTURE SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Thursday, June 13, 2024  

A Regular Meeting of the Culture Services Advisory Committee convened on Thursday, June 
13, 2024 at 7:09 p.m. in Room 3, Town Centre Park Community Centre, 1207 Pinetree Way, 
Coquitlam, BC with the following persons present: 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Councillor Steve Kim, Chair   
Megan Leslie, Citizen Representative 

 Janice Mazon, Citizen Representative 
Philip Mulder, Citizen Representative 
Lindy Sisson, Artistic Community Representative 
Candrina Bailey, Coquitlam Heritage Society Representative 
Philip Hartwick, Evergreen Cultural Centre Society Representative 

 Joan McCauley, Place des Arts  
 
REGRETS: Councillor Craig Hodge, Vice Chair  
 Nina Buddhdev, Citizen Representative 

Anthea Goffe, Coquitlam Public Library Board 
Kim Hockey, Citizen Representative 
Reg Quiring, Citizen Representative 
Jackie Weinkam, Festival Planners Network 
 

 
GUESTS:  Gregory Elgstrand, President ArtsConnect 
 
STAFF: Karen Basi, Cultural Services Manager 
 Eric Kalnins, Manager Economic Development  
 Heidi Hughes, Tourism and Visitor Economy Manager 
 Julia Spitale, Arts and Culture Program Coordinator 
 Julia Power, Committee Clerk 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

The Chair welcomed Committee members and provided an Indigenous territorial 
acknowledgement.  

 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
1. Minutes of the Culture Services Advisory Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 

April 4, 2024 
 
The Minutes of the Culture Services Advisory Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 
April 4, 2024 were approved. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
2. ArtsConnect Presentation 

 
The Cultural Services Manager introduced Gregory Elgstrand, President of ArtsConnect. 
 
Gregory Elgstrand, President of ArtsConnect, provided introductory comments relative 
to the following: 

 An overview of the ArtsConnect organization including background, objectives 
and principles, challenges, past work and their current Reinvigorating 
ArtsConnect Plan 
 

Discussion ensued relative to the following: 
 The desire for a central place to share information pertaining to local cultural and 

artistic events 
 Concerns of decreasing financial support from government for arts programs 

 
The Committee expressed appreciation to ArtsConnect for the work that they do to 
connect artists from across the Tri-Cities region. 

 
3. Tourism and Summer Events 

 
The Manager Economic Development and Tourism and Visitor Economy Manager 
provided a presentation entitled “Cultural Services Advisory Committee” that covered 
the following topics: 

 An overview of the Economic Development Strategy including themes, goals and 
locally thriving sectors 

 An overview of the Festival and Events Strategy including timeline and objectives 
 An overview of the City’s Canada Day celebrations including performances, food 

trucks, and cultural and arts displays 
 Updates regarding the Summer Concert Series, festivals, community events and 

block parties 
 

Discussion ensued relative to the following: 
 Concerns regarding limited parking for events at Blue Mountain Park 
 The desire to host small-scale events at smaller parks/venues and to have a 

shuttle bus for events at Blue Mountain Park  
 

4. Visual Arts Exhibit Program Update 
 
The Cultural Services Manager provided an introduction of the new Arts and Culture 
Program Coordinator. The Committee members offered introductions. 
 
The Arts and Culture Program Coordinator provided a presentation entitled “2024 Visual 
Arts Exhibition” that covered the following topics: 

 An overview of the Visual Arts Exhibition Pilot Program including themes, 
applicant criteria, timeline and objectives 
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Discussion ensued relative to the desire to know of the frequency and number of 
application intakes per year and to form a potential partnership with Place Des Arts for 
future exhibits. 

 
The Cultural Services Manager thanked the Committee for their volunteerism. 

 
5. Facility Update: Town Centre Park Community Centre 

 
The Cultural Services Manager took the Committee on a tour of the newly renovated 
facility. 
 

6. Committee Members’ Roundtable / Emerging Cultural Issues   
 
The Committee members were invited to share details regarding upcoming events or 
emerging issues in their communities.  
 
The following information was shared: 

 Place des Arts provided updates of their upcoming summer programs 
 Coquitlam Heritage Society’s Night at the Theatre: Evening Wear Fashion Show 

on July 6, 2024 
 Evergreen Cultural Centre provided updates of their upcoming projects and 

summer events including a Pride event on July 20, 2024 
 Concerns regarding the public art displays at the Maillardville Community 

Centre not including Indigenous cultural recognition 
 The desire to form a Coquitlam Arts Hall of Fame 
 The formal opening event for the Town Centre Park Community Centre will be 

September 10, 2024 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

NEXT MEETING DATE – Thursday, September 12, 2024 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m. 
 

MINUTES CERTIFIED CORRECT: 
 

____________________________________________  
Steve Kim, Chair 

 
 
 

____________________________________________ 
Julia Power, Committee Clerk 


